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Engagement

E

Spending time with 
play activities

Showing investment 
in the space, project, 
or community

Watching, Observing, 
and taking in the 
actions of others

1

2

3

Expressing joy in 
success

Expressing joy in 
relationships

Expressing joy in 
process

Expressing joy in 
discovery

Pride & Joy

PJ

1

2

3

4

Paying attention

Playing in tandem

Playing in Parallel

1

2

3

Social 
Dynamic

SD

Taking practice of 
true play into another 
environment

Being surprised by 
their child or child's 
capacity

Building knowledge of 
true play

1

2

3

Adult 
Connections

AC

Taking physical risk

Taking social/
emotional risk

Taking intellectual risk

Taking Risks

TR

1

2

3

Dimensions (D) Indicators (I)

True Play Framework
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Δ
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